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Dur. xxviii. 2, * 


If Thou wilt bear ken unto the Vaice of the Lord thy 
God; Bled ſhale hou, be in the City, and füge, 
ſhalt Thou be in the Field. 


T is on this Principle of religious Obedience that 

human Happineſs has reſted, ever ſince it was 
known to Man that He had a Maker. When He 
came from 51. Hand on the great Solitude of Creation, 
DO THIS AND LIVE, Was the firſt Precept of his 
Being, He diſobeyed, and fell from the Privileges 
of his Nature. This was conſequentially neceſſary. 
It is worthy of What might, with Propriety, be called 
the firſt Philoſophy, it is worthy of the beſt Degree 
of human Intelligence to believe that He who made | 
Him, alone was capable of ng Hs Base e 32 


Is is on the fame great Principle that the little | 


Remains of our ny Happineſs ſtill does and muſt 
| | _ 


+) 
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gation, of the eternal and invariable Fitneſs of Things 
may amuſe the Moments 'of ſpeculative Ingenuity ; 
It was needful for the Infirmities of Man, that his 
Duty ſhould be brought more eſſentially home to 
Him, Precept _ ee, and Line upon Line. 


LE 


| Tus Argument is, indeed, of a d! Tendency, 
reaching the Intereſts of all Orders and Denominations 
of Men; yet may I be indulged, if, on this Occaſion, 
I conſider more particularly THE PROPER HaPPINEss 
oF THE ECCLESIASTIC LIFE, IN A PUBLIC AND A 
PRIVATE SPHERE. Bleſſed ſhalt TIO be in the 8 
and ble ed Halt FINE be in WOO: F zeld. 8 


| 9 then this Ble ſedneſs on the eaſe * | 

or on the Uncircumciſſon alſo * Not on the Circumciſion 
only, but on the Uncircumcifion alſo. Modes of Faith, 
and Diſtinctions of Perſwaſion here plead no Privilege, 
and are expoſed to no Prejudice. 1f thou wilt hearken. 
to the Voice of tbe Lord thy God, is the ſimple con- 
ditional Precept; and let ws, then, with the greateſt 
Charity of Opinion for all -who. may lay hold of it, 
ſee how it will bring Home to ourſelves. the Bene- 
diction ns an upon it. 


i Ir was the Pleafore of our great and gracious 
Maſter, that whilſt ſome of his Diſciples ſhould with- 
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draw with Him into the Wilderneſs, others mould 
be brought before Rulers and Kings for his Name's. 
Sake ; that whilſt ſome ſhould ſeek his heavenly F ather 
in the Sanctity of Solitude, others ſhould be a burn- 
ing and a ſhining Light, adorn his n, and 
<1Fuſe his en . 


Tris Fang e is the; more 8 che 
more important Part of our Embaſſy; yet 15 it not 
the more arduous, more expoſed to difficulty and dan- 
ger? For, of what Powers, of what Graces ought 
not He to poſſeſs Himſelf, who thus eminently bears 
before Him this heavenly Treaſure! ? It is true, He 
muſt remember that He has 25¹⁸ T; reaſure in earthly 

Vefels, yet what Care, what Afiduity ſhould: not the 
Remembrance excite ? HO guarded” muſt He hold 
Himſelf in all the minuter Deportments of Life! 
How cautious even of the unbended Hour, the Ad- 
vances of Complacency or Inattention !—Like the 
Cyrenian, compelled to bear the Croſs, all Eyes are 
turned upon Him; and What ſhould adminiſter _ to 
Him either Conſolation or Support, but that he is 
walking in the ſteady Line of Duty, and hearkening 1 to 
the Voice of | the Lard bis God ? —This is his proper 
Happineſs, the Reflection that a W (ovary 
(Cixcumaſtange of Lakhs = ie re 5 
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( 6 ) 
Tar s 18, indeed, the great Source of nis Happib 
WK! yet others' are not wanting.—For can he be 
without that divine Satisfaction, that Glory of refle&- 
ing that he 1s making ſmooth the Footſteps of his 
amiable Lord That He is advancing his gracious 
Wiſhes, and beneyolent Intereſts, by Precept, by Ex- 
ample, by F orbearance, by Inſtruction. That whilſt 
He toils in the narrow Paths of Duty, yet in that 
religious Security, attending our happy Eſtabliſhment, 
He findeth an Hedge ſet _ ng aan _— his OT 
and about all hat wry au 2 | | 


f Fl 12 7 


1 ee FAR 1 ball hardly oF 9 5 to digreſs, 
if, -whilit I ſpeak. of the proper Happineſs of the Eccle- 
gaſtio! in a public Sphere more particularly, . con- 
template that Superiority and thoſe Advantages He 
enjoys in the Boſom of our excellent Church, com- 
2 en the: Religions of other Countries. 125 


Lex" us lt" our Eyes on the fair Fields of an 
the Campagna di Roma, the Garden '6f the World! 
That beauteous Region, of Which 'Florus not more 
elegantly than juſtly” fays, Ni Mollius Czlo, 1 ibi! 

uberius Solo, nibil boſpitalius Mari Under theſe na- 

tural Adyantages, the ſecular Clergy have neither the 
Enj joyment, nor the Idea of rational Felicity. Attend 
to the Condition of one of ſuperior Rank. His Soul 
iS the Seat of Ambiguity a nnd e his conduct 
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is artificial; his Devotion irrational; if ſerious, ſuper- 
ſtitious; if affected, ridiculous a Stranger to that 
tender and confidential Connection, which alone can 
ſoften the Cares, or animate the Intereſts of Life, He | 
paſles through Being with unpleaſurable Langour, or 
with unmollified Moroſity. —-Nor can the various 
Charm of Learning relieve the Melan choly of his 

Hours: His Studies, like his Sentiments, are limited, | 
and Books of liberal Knowledge ſecluded from his 
View. His public Labours are not leſs pitiable than 
his private Life. Bred in the Circle of romantic 
Ceremonies and frivolous Inſtitutions, he has acquired 
no noble, no worthy Ideas of Religion. — Unlike the 
Veſture of his Saviour, that was woven without Seam 
throughout, his Theology reſembles the Coat of 
Joſeph, which his Mother had made of divers Colours, 
and which his Brethren a n to 1 STAINED: 


WITH BLoop* eee BR 


Tur Matter of his able Diſcourſes i is a whimſical 
Texture of paganiſed Fanaticiſm, uttered with a 
(rag gap og wee, and eme as whimſical. 
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Res . Character wilt: fie upon ande Pole, the 
e and the Portugueze, and, if we except the 
Eloquence of his e and the ae an of 
his nn on the E nee too. 


0 „ 
To aſſociate Religion with liberal Lace 3 is the great 
| Characteriſtic of our national Church. And hence 
our Profeſſors, in the moſt eminent and moſt painful 
Stations, derive 2 Satisfaction which to others is un- 
known. Their own Hearts bearing them Witneſs 
that they are offering a reaſonable Service, every Diſ- 
charge of Duty becomes a Source of Pleaſure. © Con- 
ſcious that they labour not to impoſe on the Under- 
ſtanding, but to cultivate the Morals of Mankind, 
not to amuſe devoted Ignorance with the Trappings 
of Religion, but to lead the Heart to Piety through 
the Path of Reaſon, they at once magnify their Office 
and conſult their roger” Happineſs. a 


1 "_ Fo ok us, my an. a move in . e pri- 
vate Sphere of Duty, whom Heaven has indulged 
with humbler Labours, and to whom it has lent hum 
bler Talents, our Felicity is more eaſily ſecured. 
For, what have we to do, but to hearken to the Voice 
of the everlaſting Shepherd, embrace his laſt Doe, 
e nd __ TED een 10 9TH! 


ine aa wy to 33 i 

Tarsz is e wonderfully plraGag bom ami- 
able in this Paſtoral Idea of our Duty; and, ſure, 
our gracious Maſter alluded- ann to the Simplicity 
and Humility of our Situation; a Situation which, 
however Folly may diſparage, or Pride diſdain, is 
more to be deſired than the moſt ſplendid Allotments. 
O more 


ES} 


O more to be deſired ! For, are they not they Enfigns, 

O bleſſed Jeſus l Are they not thy Auſpices under 
which we ſerve? And do we not count it Joy that 
we are thy Servants? And is not one Day in thy Courts 
better than a Thouſand? O better than Ten Thou- 
000 devoted to * Vanity of mortal Purſuits ! 


[3 


„ * my Reverend a a Source of 
the ſublimeſt, yet moſt rational Pleaſures, —of Ideas 
which might giveeven un promiſed Immortality, which 
alone might animate our Being for ever Are we 
warmed with this glorious Subject? Let us never be 
aſhamed of ſuch a Warmth. Could we ſpeak. with 
the Tongue of Men and of Angels, and had we all 
Learning and all Knowledge, we might on this Oeca- 
fion fay with the Prophet, for the Love of thy Gates, 
2 Daughter of Zi ne oy. gn bath 722857 me, ne 


my Voice. 55 


Ir is aa theſe 3 Refledions, DH" 
the Idea of the L Dignity of our. Office, that much of 
our Happineſs is derived. And it is by 5.6 too that 
much of our Miſery muſt be alleviated —Remem-, 
bering that our Lord Himſelf was a Man of Sorrows,” 
we ſhall call to mind the Subjects of his Conſolation. 
We ſhall remember that eſe were his divine Com- 
miſſion, and his Obedience to the Will of his heavenly: 
eats lame exalted Conſiderations muſt be our 
x ax » invxari- 


. 
zelable Sappor Land the Senſe of dur more immedi- 
ate Connection with the Service of the dive Providence 
_ | reconcile us to thoſe” natural or moral Evils from 

- Which'ns Condition of Mortality is ſecure. Are we 
then Partakers in any of the Diſtrefies of our com- 

mon Nature; AMiQtion for the Loſs of egen 

Poverty, or Pain ?—It is a Part of our Belief, t 


Adverſity fpringeth. x not out f the Duſt. ' "Theſe n 7 
be our Father's 8 Meſſengers | fill, and we vin receive 


1111111 iti 

| them without e becauſe. they” come as 
a | ttt: 211 1 OF 8 
Friends. a „ 
i 2 32.] { Pojdn? 21 ⁰, dg sick di baruney, 


Bu r, bleſſed be the benevolent Hand which: eas 
tereth his Bounty upon us, we have in general more 


| 0 ann to: his 
Iaffictio bs. NN l offer ont * mi * vel nom 


15 the Privacy ni 7 our Be 2 any Compiaint A 
our Fortunes? Truſt me (and you may rely on the 
Experience of one who has known Both Situations) 
the beſt Bleſſinge of Life are in the Boſom of Naturd 
and Retirement in that cali Repole;- and thoſe 
quiet Allotments, where Science is the Support of 
Virtue. Where we 3 at Leiſure. teap) the pureſt! 
of all human Plea in the fair Fruits of Learning 
Vin the- Oubrivation-of lettered Elegance and huma- 
nizing Philoſophy, the genuine Sourees of that Phi- 
| IP TEE: Ornament of our. moral 

: f 


HERE 
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— "EY that, unembarraſied wich publie Cares, 
and un withdrawn by worldly Attentions, the Mind is 
ready addreſſed to its Duty — Here it is that we con- 
template the Wiſdom of our Almighty Maker on the 
fair Theatre of his Works, and, . ke the 
Patriarch, walk with God. 2 8 : | 


Tur study op Nature i is the great Gehe! of Div, 
: tion ; whillt 3 it Funn the Underſtanding; it inſpires 
the Heart. Who Can behold that Ecοοοπ which 
runs through the Syſtem of the- Univerſe, and bring 
his Thoughts HOON to e r nar with che 

Senſe of a Dy | _ 44.5" THE ON enki ; 21 7 Kut: 


"Nor 10 che great Naturaiiſt— Gen ne is contem- 
plating certain Phænomena of Nature, for which no 
human Sagacity can account, with equal Elvquence 
and Religion he thus expreſſes himſelf, Quibus in 
Rebus quid, poſit aliud offerre Cauſe mortalium Quiſ- 
; piam, quam diffu Fe ie per Omne Nature, ſubinde, aliter, 
alitergue N. UMEN. ERUMPeNs | This was a natural AQ 
of Devotion—That by the Numen of the Ancients 
was generally bgnified the univerſal Apt gency of Provi- 
dence I need not, in the Place where L. now ſtand, 
| demonſtrate ; I need only obſerve that the ſame In- 
veſtigations muſt, in a liberal and enlightened Mind, 
ever Produce, the ſame Reflections; that the Retire- | 
ment of out Condition kai faxourable ,to ſuch 

P urfuits; 3 


— 


To...) 


Purſuits ;/ and that they muſt be in no inferior ___ 
conducive to our e Happincts! r ene 


Bor Learning i in a Clergyman i is not merely a per- 
ſonal Thing. It is efſenitial | to the Honour and to the 
Intereſts of his Order; and it is by this, no leſs than 
by his ſacred Office, that he ſhould ſtand diſtin guiſhed 
from the Reſt of Society. Get Miſdom is a Precept 
of divine Origin, and as it applies more pa ticularly 
to him, he muſt attend to it, if he hearken to the 
Voice of his God. In one of our Profeſſion, Igno- 
rance is a Kind of Impiety; and no leſs, diſgraceful, 


than it is pardonable i in the Peaſant, or the Mechanic, 


A KNnowLEDGE of the religious and civil Hiſtory 
of Mankind, a competent Acquaintance with natural 
Science, a Command of Languages, on which the 
F ruitfulneſs. of Ideas depends more than may be ge- 
nerally imagined, and a large Share of Moral and 
Theological Learning are among thoſe Attainments | 
that ſhould be the Objects of our Labour, Nor let 
the miſerable Envy that falls upon diſt ſting uiſhed Parts 
repreſs our Ardor in the Purſuit, - nor let it unbend 

our Induſtry that, Favour i is not unto "Mey 9 of "SH 4 — 
aflared that Science no ect chan Virtue is its own 


| Reward, 


© Fi FEW, Ae LEE >! 7 THE Ju 

WT live at a Time Sa the C Is on the Conti 
nent, ene PO the A of France, a 
diſtinguiſhing 
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$i ee ing themſelves by every species of Erudi- . 
tion. And, as it muſt be remembered that the Repu- 
tation of an Engliſh Diyine ſtands foremoſt on the 

55 Eceleſiaſtical Annals of Europe, ſo we ought, as well 
155 for our own Credit, as for the Intereſt of the reformed bf: 

| Aan, to Uſe our beſt Endeavours for its Support. 


1 HAVE my Fears , however, that there is ſome 451 LE 
Remiſſneſs i in this Reſpect that there i is a faſhionable 
Kind of Luxury intruding upon us, I mean the 
' Luxury of Idleneſs ;—which. is, at the fame Time, 
of ſuch a magical Quality, that ſome will not. even 
be at the Pains to ſuſpect their own Want of Science. 15 
| dun da ſauofaevon rns zar ahabias, as Dee ee and;.. 
ſtrongly. expreſſes it... 2 Ie 


Poux Indulgence would fail me, were I to. POW 
to every Circumſtance of our peculiar Happineſs, yet 1 0 
I would wiſh to mention our Friendſhips and our 
Choice of Society; For even Friendſhip, that Spar 
of celeſtial Fire, which catches the ſooneſt and burns 
| the brighteſt in Minds of the ſtrongeſt Metal and the 
trueſt Temper, eyen F riendſhip has Dangers that may 
draw us from our Duty. Rememher we not the 
8 Roman, who. being aſked whether he was not inſti. $5 
gated by his Friend to ſet Fire to the Capitol, an- 
ſwered, No; but if my Friend had defired me, I 1 
10 would oye! done it.“ I take Notice 1 als only ä 
VVT 
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on Account of that Spirit of Libebiſin and Inf 
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they © may 58 e. | 5 


Innovations i in Religion. 


| ſtead of working it forward before : an even Gale. 4+ 
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klity 
which is is s gone ' abroad,” and merely to intimate that 
we mould be cautious of conneRting outſelves' with 


men of much a Turn, Fee Advantages of Fortutic 
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 NerTHER would it be for our Happineſs to 
our Time, and miſemploy our TL glente in. attemptin 
n. Oui ur Labour, © directed, 
would have the Merit of chat bf the Pilot, who ſhould 
ftrive to make his Veſſel rock from Side to Side, in- 


2 . * 
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| Hxux I fre à wide Field inviting my Attention, 
but it muſt not ſeduce me to weary yours. Pardon 10 
for the Liberties I have already taken; and forgive 
me if I have appeared to teach, where, Lam el 


I ought, to learn. 


N11 2 noiingen OF Hl uo 


In one Word, all Sects and Opinions apart, let \ us 
evermore remember that relig ious Obedience is the 
firſt Principle of all human Ha, ppineſs ; 3 and that if 
we hearken to the Voice' 'of the 1 our God, Mole 


ſhall we be in n the Git, 7, and e we be Ee in 
the e 53 AS49901! . B. 655 9 Gt 01 
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